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a unified or coherent attack on well- 
defined local or regional problems. 
Such a coherent area program should 
include research, education and train-
ing, and advisory services, to the ex-
tent of the institution’s capability. 

(2) To bring into the National Sea 
Grant Program (on a more or less con-
tinuing basis) qualified entities that 
have rare or unique capability in a spe-
cialized field of marine affairs. Such 
entities need not be institutions of 
higher education. 

(d) Institutional grants are made to 
institutions of higher education or to a 
combination of institutions that have 
an existing broad base of competence 
in marine affairs. To qualify, an insti-
tution must make a positive, long- 
range commitment to objectives of the 
National Sea Grant Program as evi-
dence by committing the institution’s 
own resources in the form of matching 
funds, creation of the organization nec-
essary for management of the Sea 
Grant Program, quality education pro-
grams in marine areas, establishment 
of interdisciplinary research teams, 
and development of advisory service 
mechanisms for strong interaction 
with marine communities in its region. 
A Sea Grant institutional program is 
expected to provide intellectual leader-
ship in assisting its region to solve 
problems and to realize opportunities 
of its marine environment. To the ex-
tent possible, an institutional program 
should involve all appropriate elements 
of the institution, whether colleges or 
departments, and devise cooperative or 
mutally supporting programs with 
other institutions of higher education, 
and with Federal and state agencies, 
local agencies, and industry. An insti-
tutional program should have substan-
tial strength in the three basic Sea 
Grant activities: research, education 
and training, and advisory services. 
Sea Grant institutional programs that 
meet the qualifications for Sea Grant 
College or Sea Grant Regional Consor-
tium status set forth at 15 CFR part 918 
will be so designated by the Secretary. 

§ 917.43 Terms and conditions of Sea 
Grant funding. 

No Sea Grant funding may be applied 
to: 

(a)(1) the purchase or rental of any 
land or (2) the purchase, rental, con-
struction, preservation, or repair of 
any building, dock, or vessel, except 
that payment under any such grant or 
contract may (if approved by the As-
sistant Administrator for Administra-
tion of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration or designee) 
be applied to the purchase, rental, con-
struction, preservation, or repair of 
non-self-propelled habitats, buoys, 
platforms, and other similar devices or 
structures, or to the rental of any re-
search vessel which is used in direct 
support of activities under any Sea 
Grant program or project. 

(b) In addition, Sea Grant funding 
under the Sea Grant Matched Funding 
Program will be subject to the limita-
tion that the total amount which may 
be obligated within any one state to 
persons under the Sea Grant Matched 
Funding Program in any fiscal year 
shall not exceed an amount equal to 15 
percent of the funds appropriated for 
the Sea Grant Matched Funding Pro-
gram. 

(c) Any person who receives or uti-
lizes Sea Grant funding shall keep the 
records required by OMB Circular A– 
110, ‘‘Grant and Agreements with Insti-
tutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, 
and Other Non-Profit Organizations,’’ 
and by NOAA General Provision, im-
plementing OMB Circular A–110, by 
OMB Circular A–102, ‘‘Uniform Admin-
istrative Requirements for Grants-in- 
Aid to State and Local Governments,’’ 
including records that fully disclose 
the amount and disposition by the re-
cipient of such proceeds, the total cost 
of the program or project in which such 
proceeds were used, and the amount, if 
any, of such cost which was provided 
through other sources. Such records 
shall be maintained for three years 
after the completion of such a program 
or project. The Secretary and the 
Comptroller General of the United 
States, or any of their duly authorized 
representatives, shall have access, for 
the purpose of audit and evaulation, to 
any books, documents, papers, and 
records of receipt which, in the opinion 
of the Secretary or the Comptroller 
General, may be related or pertinent to 
such grants and contracts. 
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PART 918—SEA GRANTS 

Sec. 
918.1 Introduction. 
918.2 Definitions. 
918.3 Eligibility, qualifications, and respon-

sibility of a Sea Grant College. 
918.4 Duration of Sea Grant College des-

ignation. 
918.5 Eligibility, qualifications, and respon-

sibilities—Sea Grant Regional Consortia. 
918.6 Duration of Sea Grant Regional Con-

sortium designation. 
918.7 Application for designation. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 207, National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, as amended (Pub. L. 
94–461, 33 U.S.C. 1121, et seq.). 

SOURCE: 44 FR 75054, Dec. 18, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 918.1 Introduction. 
Pursuant to section 207 of the Na-

tional Sea Grant College Program Act, 
as amended (Pub. L. 94–461, 33 U.S.C. 
1121 et seq.), herein referred to as the 
Act, the following guidelines establish 
the procedures by which organizations 
can qualify for designation as Sea 
Grant Colleges or Sea Grant Regional 
Consortia, and the responsibilities re-
quired of organizations so designated. 

§ 918.2 Definitions. 
(a) Marine environment. The term Ma-

rine Environment means any or all of 
the following: the coastal zone, as de-
fined in section 304(1) of the Coastal 
Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 
1453(1)); the seabed, subsoil and waters 
of the territorial sea of the United 
States, including the Great Lakes; the 
waters of any zone over which the 
United States asserts exclusive fishery 
management authority; the waters of 
the high seas; and the seabed and sub-
soil of and beyond the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. 

(b) Ocean, Great Lakes, and coastal re-
sources. The term ocean, Great Lakes, 
and coastal resources means any re-
source (whether living, nonliving, man-
made, tangible, intangible, actual, or 
potential) which is located in, derived 
from, or traceable to, the marine envi-
ronment. Such term includes the habi-
tat of any such living resource, the 
coastal space, the ecosystems, the nu-
trient-rich areas, and the other compo-
nents of the marine environment which 
contribute to or provide (or which are 

capable of contributing to or providing) 
recreational, scenic, aesthetic, biologi-
cal, habitational, commercial, eco-
nomic, or conservation values. Living 
resources include natural and cultured 
plant life, fish, shellfish, marine mam-
mals, and wildlife. Nonliving resources 
include energy sources, minerals, and 
chemical substances. 

(c) Person. The term Person means 
any public or private corporation, part-
nership, or other association or entity 
(including any Sea Grant College, Sea 
Grant Regional Consortium, institu-
tion of higher education, institute, or 
laboratory); or any State, political sub-
division of a State, or agency or officer 
thereof. 

(d) Sea Grant College. The term Sea 
Grant College means any public or pri-
vate institution of higher education or 
confederation of such institutions 
which is designated as such by the Sec-
retary under section 207 of the Na-
tional Sea Grant Program Act. In-
cluded in this term are all campuses 
(or other administrative entities) of a 
designated Sea Grant College, working 
through the established management 
structure of the Sea Grant College. 

(e) Sea Grant Program. The term Sea 
Grant Program means any program 
which: 

(1) Is administered by a Sea Grant 
College, Sea Grant Regional Consor-
tium, institution of higher education, 
institute, laboratory, or State or local 
agency; and 

(2) Includes two or more Sea Grant 
projects involving one or more of the 
following activities in fields related to 
ocean, Great Lakes, and coastal re-
sources: 

(i) Research, 
(ii) Education and training, and 
(iii) Advisory services. 
(f) Sea Grant project. A Sea Grant 

project is any separately described ac-
tivity which has been proposed to the 
National Sea Grant College Program, 
and has subsequently been approved. 

(g) Sea Grant Regional Consortium. 
The term Sea Grant Regional Consortium 
means any association or other alli-
ance of two or more persons as defined 
above (other than individuals) estab-
lished for the purpose of pursuing pro-
grams in marine research education, 
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